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Vytenis Povilas Andriukaitis 

European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety  

 

Vytenis Povilas Andriukaitis was appointed the 

European Commissioner for Health and Food 

Safety in November 2014. Andriukaitis graduate 

from medical school in 1975. He also holds a 

degree in History from Vilnius University acquired in 

1984. In 1990 Andriukaitis was elected to the 

Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania which preceded Seimas 

(Lithuanian Parliament), and was a co-author and a signatory of the 

Independence Act of Lithuania on 11 March 1990. Vytenis Andriukaitis 

was also one of the co-authors of the Constitution of the Republic of 

Lithuania adopted in 1992, and one of the founders of the Lithuanian 

Social Democratic Party. Andriukaitis was a Member of the Lithuanian 

Parliament for six terms. During that time he served among other things 

as a Chairman of the Committee on European Affairs and as a Deputy 

Speaker of the Parliament. From 2012 to 2014 Vytenis Andriukaitis was 

a Minister for Health in the Lithuanian Government. 

 

Vinita Bali  

Non-Executive Director, Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN) 

 

Vinita Bali is a global business leader with extensive 

experience in leading large Companies both in India 

and overseas. She has worked with eminent 

multinationals like The Coca-Cola Company and 

Cadbury Schweppes PLC in a variety of marketing 

and general management roles in the UK, Nigeria, 

South Africa, Chile and the USA, in addition to 

Britannia Industries Ltd., in India. Effective April 2014, Vinita is pursuing 

her interests in the corporate and development sectors, through a 

portfolio of roles and responsibilities. She is a Non-Executive Director on 

the global Boards of Syngenta International AG, Smith & Nephew plc, 

Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN) and the Advisory Board of 

Cornell University’s Department of Nutritional Science. She also serves 

as a Non-Executive Director on the Boards of several companies in India 

– CRISIL Ltd, Titan Industries Ltd, and Kasturi & Sons Ltd; as well as, on 



 

the Advisory Board of The World Gold Council and as a Member of the 

Board of Governors of Indian Institute of Management – Bangalore. 

Vinita is among 27 global leaders appointed by the UN to help improve 

maternal and child health as part of its SUN (Scaling Up Nutrition) 

initiative. She has been recognized in forums nationally and 

internationally and has won several awards for her various contributions 

to business. 

 

Dr. Johannes Bergmair 

WPO Vice President for Sustainability and Food Safety 

 

Dr. Johannes Bergmair, born in 1973, studied food and 

bio engineering at Vienna’s University for Natural 

Resources (BOKU) in Vienna. His speciality in 

packaging is cross-company quality management in 

the food supply chain. In this field he obtained his PhD 

from the Technical University of Vienna in autumn 2002 

– in addition to numerous publications in trade journals. 

From 2000 to 2016 he worked at the OFI Packaging Institute in Vienna 

and from April 2003 he also served as its Director. Since early 2017 

Johannes Bergmair has been working as a freelance packaging 

engineer in his own company PACKAGING EXPERTS.  Dr. Bergmair 

lectures in packaging technology at several Austrian and German 

universities and universities of applied sciences, works as a court expert 

for goods packaging and as a product expert for packaging he also acts 

as an auditor for hygiene management systems. Dr. Bergmair is a 

member of the Austrian standards committee for packaging and the 

Austrian board member of the World Packaging Organisation. Since 

May 2015 he has acted as WPO Vice President for Sustainability and 

Food Safety. 

 

Arash Derambarsh 

City Councillor of Courbevoie, France 

 

Arash Derambarsh, born in 1979 in Paris, 

currently is the city councillor of Courbevoie in 

France. He was very successful with his campaign 

to ban the French supermarkets from throwing 

away food and believed that only legislation could 

prevent the large waste from the supermarkets. 

 



 

Werner M. Dornscheidt  

President & CEO of Messe Düsseldorf GmbH 

 

After completing his hotel managementtraining 

andbusiness administration studies Werner M. 

Dornscheidt entered the international exhibition 

business and has been there since 1979. He spent 

the overwhelming part of his professional career in 

various positions at home and abroad working for 

Messe Düsseldorf GmbH and/or its predecessor 

companies. From 1999 to 2003 Dornscheidt acted as Chairman of the 

Board atLeipziger Messe GmbH, prior to assuming the same position 

for the Düsseldorf trade fair company in January 2004. He leverages his 

extensive international experience as a member of the Advisory 

Committee of China Expo Forum for International Cooperation 

(CEFCO), to name but one organisation.Dornscheidt’s personal 

commitment is reflected in his numerous additional offices, mandates 

and memberships – as a personal member of the board of trustees of 

“Stiftung Deutsche Sporthilfe” (German Sports Aid foundation). 

 

Sebastian Dueholm 

Co-Founder von YourLocal 

 

After studying business administration and philosophy 

at CBS (Copenhagen Business School) from 2005 – 

2007 Sebastian Dueholm worked for several years in a 

variety of roles acquiring practical experience in various 

start-up projects. This was followed by a second 

attempt to study mechanics at DTU (Technical 

University Denmark). In 2014 he met his current 

business partner Kasper Kastoft Nielsen and the first project ideas 

related to food waste saw the light of day. In 2015 YourLocal was 

established and since then Sebastian Dueholm has been in charge of 

concept development and dissemination as a co-founder and partner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dr. Klaus Heider 

Head of the Department "Food Policy, Product Safety, Innovation" at the 

German Ministry for Nutrition and Agriculture 

 

After completing a degree in geodetic engineering at 

the University of Bonn, post-graduate studies of urban 

and regional planning at Ohio State University (USA) 

and training at Düsseldorf city council Klaus Heider 

joined the then Federal Ministry for Food, Agriculture 

and Forestry in 2001. After working in the fields of 

rural development and geo-information systems as 

well as at the Permanent Representation of the Federal Republic of 

Germany to the European Union in Brussels, he took over several 

executive roles and positions at the Ministry. From 2009 to 2014 Klaus 

Heider served as the Director of the Office of the Minister and of the 

Political Staff at the Ministry. Since spring 2014 he has headed the 

department "Food Policy, Product Safety and  Innovation" focusing on 

nutrition-based prevention and nutrition research, consumer health 

protection as well as innovation promotion and research management, 

to name but a few fields.  

 

Julia Heyl 

Nutrition and Food Systems Division (ESN), Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations 

 

Julia N. Heyl joined the Global Initiative on Food Loss and 

Waste Reduction of the Food and Agricultural 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in 2015. As a 

sociologist she is working on awareness raising and 

education material development for children to reduce 

food waste and on Gender in value chains and rural 

development. Formerly she worked for the “Gesellschaft 

für Internationale Zusammenarbeit” (GIZ) and Friedrich-Ebert-

Foundation (FES).  She holds a degree in International Business and 

Cultural Studies, and conducted a Ph.D. in Sociology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Burkhard Hintzsche 

City Manager of Düsseldorf, the Capital of North-Rhine Westphalia 

 

Burkhard Hintzsche was born in Duisburg in 1965. After 

studying business and administration in Stuttgart-

Hohenheim and Konstanz from 1985 to 1990 he gained 

a degree in administration in 1990 and then joined the 

German Association of Cities and Towns as a research 

assistant from 1990 to 1992. From 1993 to 1999 he 

worked for the Association as a section manager, with 

responsibility for housing, housing management, tenancy law, building 

construction and building management, and from 1999 to 2001 for child 

and youth welfare. In 2001 Burkhard Hintzsche was appointed secretary 

for youth, social welfare and housing by Bielefeld Town Council, and in 

2003 he accepted the same position in Düsseldorf, the capital of North 

Rhine Westphalia. On 10 September 2015 Burkhard Hintzsche was 

appointed City Manager of Düsseldorf with effect from 1 October 2015. 

 

Sabrina Hosono  

Founder of the Düsseldorf Food Sharing group of volunteers 

 

Sabrina Hosono is studying Empowerment for a 

Master’s degree and is an ambassador for 

Lebensmittelretter Düsseldorf (Düsseldorf Food 

Savers), a local volunteering initiative of the Food 

Sharing network. She has taken an interest in food and 

nutrition for several years now, especially in connection 

with responsible sustainable management, social 

justice and environmental awareness. She organises a variety of events 

and training sessions on these subjects, both professionally and 

privately. In 2013 she founded the Düsseldorf Food Sharing group of 

volunteers and has since then coordinated their work and cooperation 

with others. Working through the Food Sharing movement, she 

advocates, in particular, the combination of social, economic and 

environmental aspects and promotes collaboration with non-profit 

organisations and groups in Düsseldorf. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Selina Juul  

Founder of Stop Wasting Food movement Denmark (Stop Spild Af Mad)  

 

Selina Juul is the Founder of Stop Wasting Food 

movement Denmark (Stop Spild Af Mad), Denmark’s 

largest non-profit NGO against food waste. She is the 

co-developer of the international Food Loss & Waste 

Protocol, the European Joint Declaration Against 

Food Waste. Selina Juul is a member of the Danish 

Government’s Partnership against Food Waste and 

contributor to over 30 Danish and international books and publications 

on food waste. She is a TEDx Speaker, Blogger on food waste at The 

Huffington Post . For her tireless commitment on food waste won Selina 

Juul several awards such as the Winner of Nordic Council Nature and 

Environment Prize or the Womenomics Influencer Award.  

  

Friedbert Klefenz 

President of interpack 2017 

 

Friedbert Klefenz is the acting President of interpack 

2017 and served as Division Director at Bosch 

Packaging Technology from April 2002 to December 

2016. He was also responsible for global distribution 

there and many international customer contacts. The 

mechanical- and business engineer was born in 

Mannheim in 1955. 

 

Hélène Lanctuit 

Senior specialist Sustainability and novel packaging, Nestlé 

 

Hélène obtained her diploma in Instrumentation and 

Applied Science in Lille school of Engineering, in 

France. She started her career in 2000 as a project 

manager at Plastic Technologies Inc. in the US, 

followed by PTI Europe in Switzerland specializing in 

PET containers development and new material testing. 

In 2004, Hélène moved to Spain to work as technical 

sales manager for Iberia and South Eastern Europe for ColorMatrix 

Europe. In 2007 Hélène joined Nestlé and now works in the Nestlé 

Research Center as a Sustainability and Novel Packaging senior 

specialist. She is in charge of promoting the use of the newly developed 



 

eco-design tool EcodEX. Hélène is also supporting internal food waste 

reduction initiatives by providing the right tools and knowledge to the 

organisation. 

 

James Lomax 

Sustainable Food Systems and Agriculture Programme Officer, UN 
Environment's Economy Division 
 

 A tropical agriculturist by training and with a background 

in farming, before joining UN Environment Mr. Lomax had 

a varied career in the private sector in farming, food 

processing and export of food in Africa and Europe. In 

Africa, Mr. Lomax has had his own agri-business working 

with smallholder farmer groups to produce Cat 1 

vegetables for the European market and spent many 

years in the field facilitating training, logistical development and 

overseeing the introduction and development of sustainability standards. 

He was also the production director of large-scale farming businesses in 

Southern Europe producing salads and watercress in both conventional 

and organic production systems. Mr. Lomax is now the lead on 

sustainable agriculture and food systems at UN environment having 

joined in 2009 and a key element to his work is the 10YFP Sustainable 

Food Systems Programme which he supports in partnership with FAO 

as well as the Think Eat Save Campaign and activities to prevent and 

reduce food waste. 

 

Mira Mehta  

Co-Founder and CEO of Tomato Jos  

 

Mira Mehta is Co-Founder and CEO of Tomato Jos 

– a fully integrated farming and processing 

agribusiness in Northern Nigeria that produces 

tomato paste and other agricultural products for the 

domestic market. Before founding Tomato Jos, 

Miss Mehta worked in the financial services and 

healthcare sectors in New York and Nigeria, 

respectively, where she gained valuable technical skills, developed an 

empathetic worldview, and built a strong network that would empower 

her to launch a business at the base of the pyramid. She is a graduate of 

Brown University and Harvard Business School, and has lived in Nigeria 

since 2008. 



 

Tei Mukunya  

Managing Director Azuri Health 

 

Since 2010, Tei Mukunya is the managing director of 

Azuri Health. The company started as a development 

procjet where Mukunya accepted a consulting job for 

Kenyan mango farmers. Shocked by the high losses of 

mango, Mukunya decided to establish her own 

company to fight against the food waste. Only ten 

years later the little operation in her backyard has 

become an expanding business with a projected growth of 500%. Before 

Azuri Health, she was the director at touchstone consultancy services. 

There she was involved in packaging, standards settings, launching, 

distribution and marketing. Moreover,  she was consulting and training 

farmers and farmer groups for the Ministry of Agriculture, KARI, SNV, 

CDTF and former GTZ. 

 

Robert van Otterdijk  

Agro-industry Officer, FAO 

 

Robert van Otterdijk is a food technologist, graduated 

in 1985 from the Wageningen Agricultural University in 

The Netherlands. He worked first in the dutch food 

industry in quality assurance and research & 

development. After that he joined the Food & 

Agriculture Organization of the UN in 1989, on 

projects on post-harvest technology and food 

technology in Ghana and Tonga. After working in different projects he 

joined again in 2002 the FAO, this time as the agro-industry officer of the 

Regional Office for Africa. After six years he moved to FAO 

Headquarters in Rome, Italy, as an agro-industry officer in the Rural 

Infrastructure & Agro-Industries Division and later in the Nutrition & Food 

Systems Division. His main responsibilities remained field projects on 

agro-industrial development in Africa, as well as headquarters based 

programmes on food loss prevention, agro-processing and quality 

management. 

 

 

 



 

Thomas Pocher 

Entrepreneur, E.Leclerc 

 

Thomas Pocher is running a family retail group 

involved in the E.LECLERC move. He is a family 

entrepreneur since 1988: his parents owned a small 

supermarket in Templeuve and expanded over time 

into a steady local group. Since 2012 they also 

developed a strong network of "drive stores", with two 

master "dark stores" and 7 pick-up points around Lille, 

the latest one dedicated to pedestrians downtown. 

Pocher is the "Mister Anti-Food-Waste" for E.Leclerc and participates in 

collective works about waste sorting and carbon labeling. For a few 

years now, they focus on three main topics: local and seasonal products 

first, no more folders in mailboxes, and no more foodwaste. In 2015, he 

co-created BON ET BIEN together with McCain and Randstad: they 

produce soups from local vegetables usually thrown away by growers, 

and aim at having a social impact creating local jobs and formations. 

 

Dr. Prajal Pradhan 

Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research 

 

Prajal Pradhan is a researcher at the Potsdam Institute 

for Climate Impact Research (PIK). His main fields of 

scientific interest include food and nutrition security, 

sustainable agricultural, food system analysis, regional 

and urban food systems, sustainable transitions, 

ecosystem services, climate change impacts, and 

climate change adaptation. Prajal received a BE 

Agricultural Engineering from Tribhuwan University (2006), a MSc 

Environmental Management from Kiel University (2009), and a PhD in 

Geoecology from Potsdam University (2015). Scientific publications from 

Prajal induce studies on typical dietary patterns and dietary shifts, 

greenhouse gas emissions due to changing dietary habits, food waste 

and its environmental impacts, nourishment potential of regional and 

local food, etc. In Prajal’s view, the dual challenge of nourishing the 

growing population and at the mean time of achieving environmental 

sustainability can be addressed by applying food system approach that 

considers both food production and consumption aspects. 

 

 



 

Marion Rana 

FAO Educational Expert and Publisher of the Journal Interjuli 

 

Marion Rana (*1982) is one of two educational experts for 

the United Nations’ Food and Agricultural Organisation 

(FAO) responsible for the creation of didactic material 

about food waste. She also works as a post-doctoral 

researcher at the University of Bremen, where she leads 

a project on disability and didactics in children’s literature, 

and is the publisher of the scholarly journal interjuli. 

 

Dr. Gerald Rebitzer  

Sustainability Director, Amcor Flexibles Europe, Middle East & America 

 

As Director Sustainability, Gerald Rebitzer is head of 

Sustainability at Amcor Flexibles Europe, Middle East 

and Africa and Amcor Flexibles Americas. This role 

encompasses both environmental management and 

social responsibility from an operations perspective as 

well as working with customers and suppliers to 

enhance the performance of the packaging products 

Amcor provides to the food, home-, medical- and personal care, and 

pharmaceutical industries. From 2007 to 2009 he was head of product-

related sustainability at Alcan Packaging. Prior to this, he had several 

roles related to EHS and sustainability within Alcan. Gerald has over 20 

years of experience in implementing sustainability initiatives and life 

cycle approaches in several sectors. He holds a Ph.D. in Life Cycle 

Management from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne 

and a Masters in Environmental Engineering from the Technical 

University Berlin. He is editor for The International Journal of LCA and 

was member of the Executive Committee of the Sustainable Packaging 

Coalition for six years. Among other leadership roles in industry groups, 

Gerald is currently chairman of the steering committee of the CEFLEX 

project (Circular Economy for Flexible Packaging) and leads a 

standardization effort for recycling of flexible packaging within the New 

Plastics Economy Initiative of the Ellen MacArthur Foundation. He has 

published more than 120 papers in the areas of life cycle thinking and 

sustainability. 

 

 

 



 

Kostas G. Stamoulis 

Assistant Director-General of the Economic and Social Development 

Department at the FAO  

 

Kostas G. Stamoulis is currently the Assistant Director-

General of the Economic and Social Development 

Department at the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations. He served as Director, Strategic 

Programme Leader, Food Security and Nutrition in FAO. 

He led through 2015 the design and provided strategic 

guidance of FAO’s Strategic Programme on Food 

Security and Nutrition which cuts across several disciplines and 

geographical regions. Between 2008 and 2015 he was the Director of 

the Agricultural Development Economics Division of FAO. From 2007 to 

2015 he has been the Secretary of the Committee on World Food 

Security (CFS) and played a key role in the reform of the committee. 

Before joining FAO in 1989, he was Assistant Professor of Agricultural 

Economics at the University of Illinois in Urbana Champaign. He holds a 

degree in Economics from the Economics University of Athens (Greece), 

a Master’s Degree in Agricultural Economics from the University of 

Georgia (USA) and a Ph.D. in Agricultural and Resource Economics 

from the University of California at Berkeley. 

 

Valentin Thurn 

Documentary Filmmaker, Member of the Board of foodsharing e.V. 

 

Filmmaker Valentin Thurn made a name for himself 

internationally with “Taste the Waste”. This 

documentary on food waste received the 

Environment Media Award from the German 

Environmental Aid body and a further 15 prizes at 

home and abroad. 2011 saw him write the book 

“Die Essensvernichter” on food waste, which 

became a bestseller for the Spiegel publishing house and produce the 

follow-up movie “Die Essensretter” (Food Savers) in 2013, which also 

received numerous international awards including the journalists’ prize 

“Econsense”. His current movie “10 Milliarden – Wie werden wir alle 

satt?” (10 Billion – What’s on Your Plate?) was awarded numerous 

prizes including the “Deutscher Naturfilmpreis 2015”. His script for the 

film “Harte Kost” (Hard to Swallow) won the Salus-Medienpreis 2015. 

Over the past 20 years Valentin Thurn has realised over 40 



 

documentaries for ARD, ZDF and ARTE including award-winning films 

like “Ich bin Al Kaida” (I am Al Qaeda) (nominated for the Deutscher 

Fernsehpreis). Valentin Thurn chairs the association “Taste of Heimat 

e.V.”, founded “Foodsharing e.V.” in 2012 and formed the International 

Federation of Environmental Journalists with journalists from over 50 

countries in 1993.   

 

Christian Traumann 

Managing Director, MULTIVAC Sepp Haggenmüller GmbH & Co. KG 

 

Christian Traumann joined MULTIVAC Sepp 

Haggenmüller GmbH & Co. KG in 2002, serving as 

authorised representative and CFO before taking 

over as managing director in April 2008. After his 

school years, spent mostly at international schools 

in Sweden, Angola, Nigeria and Iran, his training to 

become a hotel manager brought him to the Hotel 

Vier Jahreszeiten Kempinski in Munich. Thereafter, he worked as an 

airport ramp shift supervisor for Lufthansa Service Gesellschaft (LSG) 

Munich while simultaneously pursuing a business degree with a 

concentration in tax, trust, auditing and controlling services in Munich. 

Upon graduating, Traumann served as the head of auditing for the 

company BTP, Prüfung, Beratung Treuhand, Wirtschaftsprüfungs-

gesellschaft mbH, Munich, formerly BTR. In 1998, he switched over to 

Transtechnik GmbH in Holzkirchen, where he held the position of 

commercial director and authorised representative.  

 

Dr. Helén Williams  

Senior Lecturer in Environment and Energy systems, Karlstad University 

 

Helén Williams is a senior lecturer in Environment 

and Energy systems at Karlstad university. Her 

vision is to create knowledge for innovative 

packaging development that contributes to a 

sustainable development. Specifically, she wants to 

understand how packaging attributes can help 

consumers to act in a way that reduces the 

environmental impact of specific food items. The most important attribute 

of packaging is usually to minimise the waste of the packaged food. PhD 

Williams is a frequently invited speaker, to inspire and educate in 

governmental organisations, in companies, and in business and 



 

research conferences. She also organizes the international Packaging 

Saves Food Research Group that was established in 2016. 

 

Marc-Peter Zander  

Managing Partner and CEO of africon Ltd. 

 

With more than 17 years of living, working and doing 

business experience with Africa in international 

organization such as the MAN Group and Wincor 

Nixdorf, Mr. Zander developed a strong understanding 

for a highly interesting market. His believe in the 

continents potential, the increasing interest of 

companies who are hesitating but willing to enter into 

business relations with Africa as well as his entrepreneurial spirit led him 

to found africon Ltd. as a startup company in 2010. Within the first five 

years of existence africon Ltd. built up a portfolio of large international 

clients to small and medium sized German companies. The regional 

focus on Nigeria, Ghana and Kenya, its hands-on approach in customer 

relations and local research, as well as Mr. Zander’s thorough believe 

that Africa needs African solutions distinguishes africon from other 

existing consultancies. 

 

 

Host 
 

Dr. Melinda Crane 

Journalist and TV host 

 

Dr. Melinda Crane is a U.S. journalist, publicist and 

political commentator as well as a TV host. She’s lived in 

Germany since the mid-1980s. She studied history, law 

and political economy. She has worked for a variety of 

U.S. and German television networks, including PBS, 

Südwestfunk and Deutsche Welle, where she’s produced 

documentaries and reports on current issues in European politics. She was 

the Senior Producer for Sabine Christiansen’s international talk show Global 

Players (CNBC) until 2008. Crane currently works at Deutsche Welle TV, 

where she hosts the news programme “Journal” and the political talk show 

“Quadriga.” Additionally she appears as a commentator on the news network 

n-tv. Crane has appeared in several editions of the talk show “Presseclub” 

and was a guest on the talk show “Menschen bei Maischberger.” 


